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College libraries are facing multiple threats
Libraries and universities have been closely
linked since the 3rd century BC when the Library of
Alexandria in Egypt became the first great center of
scholarship ever known. Intellectuals came from all
over the Western world to study the hundreds of thousands of scrolls deposited in the library. There they
discussed their viewpoints in meting rooms or while
walking in their gardens, or presented their findings
and ideas in lecture halls, creating the concept that we
know today as a college campus. In fact, many university campuses when originally designed placed their
libraries right at the center of their campus blueprints.
They saw libraries as the most commonly used facility
and as the epicenter of intellectual life.
Several centuries later the Library of Alexandria was
destroyed by a series of fires when religious conflicts
made its use and its users suspect of not following
certain ideological and theological orthodoxies after
the ascent of Christianity.
Today university libraries are facing their own crises, brought about by numerous causes.
One is cost. In the last 20 years or so we have seen
an increasing concentration of academic publishers
into a few corporate hands. Fewer publishers mean
less competition. This concentration has allowed them
to raise the subscription prices of an increasing number of academic journals. These journals are the bread
and butter of the academic enterprise. Because of academic specialization in almost every discipline, there
are almost 50,000 academic journals published every
year to which academic libraries around the world
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subscribe. Add to that the more than two million
books published worldwide on an annual basis and
you can see what a big business academic publishing
has become.
Some institutions have responded by forming cartels so they can negotiate with those publishing corporations from a position of strength. In other cases,
we have seen how some colleges and universities
motivate their faculty to publish in open access journals, that is, publications (most of the time online) for
which nobody has to pay anything to read. Even the
federal government has stepped in, forcing the publication of research it has funded in journals that are
also open access.
But make no mistake about it, this is just part of the
problem. I still remember many years ago when I met
with one of the top officials of the Library of Congress,
the world’s largest with more than 160,000,000 items.
I was told that the most expensive item they had was
space. Despite the increasing number of journals and
books that are in electronic format, space continues to
be an issue for many libraries. On top of that you need
to have specialized personnel capable of managing
those items from cataloguing to preservation, and that
also costs money.
Lately we have seen how many university libraries

have become more and more adept to social change,
avoiding being seen as just repositories of publications and more as social centers of learning where
new books and ideas are discussed, where students
find a place to meet, and who, without disturbing
those who seek solitude and silence, can also interact in lively discussions about many intellectual
issues.
Other academic libraries have been very wise in
pursuing to house special collections of items, usually manuscripts and papers from famous academics,
papers that can be used for both teaching and research
purposes. After all, money can buy almost any book
or subscription to any journal. If not, you can get
them via interlibrary loan for free. What really gives
a distinctive character to libraries are those special
collections they house that nobody else has.
However, I see another threat to academic libraries
much more dangerous than lack of money. In the last
10 years or so we have seen an increasing number of
executives of higher education who come from outside
the academic world. These are individuals for whom a
library is just another expense, one for which fundraising is very difficult because they do not have an alumni base to tap for donations in the way that academic
departments do. Some consider libraries a thing of the
past because they think that everything that you need
to know can be obtained over the Internet. I actually
once heard the chief executive officer of an institution
of higher education say just that. Obviously people
who think like that have a very poor understanding of

the academic enterprise.
But this belittling of libraries as a fundamental tool
of colleges and universities is not only the direct result
of intellectually impaired executives, but also a consequence of faculty themselves who rarely design courses that encourage the use of library resources. And
when I say library resources I am not just talking about
books, journals or videos. I am talking about librarians
themselves. The whole purpose of a library staff is to
serve its users and their talents are increasingly being
wasted at college and university libraries. We do not
direct our students to go to the library and get trained
in how to look for information beyond the use of a few
keywords on the Internet.
The sad result of this lack of student use will have a
forgone conclusion, and that is a continuing decrease
in financial support for libraries. Lack of student use
will, in turn, result in fewer resources for faculty who
need them in order to carry out their own scholarship.
The major threat to academic libraries today is not
lack of financial resources, but the lack of vision and
responsibility by those who are supposed to be using
them. Just as religious intolerance ended up destroying the Library of Alexandria, many academic libraries
today face real threats due in large part to the indolence of those who most benefit from their existence.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor
with leadership experience in higher education. He can be
contacted through his website at: http://www.aromerojr.net
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“It’s been a busy year for The Bedroom Store. We moved two stores
and opened eight in the past 12 months. We went from eight to 14
stores in 12 months,” Davis said. “Our goal is 20 locations by end
of the year. We’re not going out of the St. Louis area. The only other
Illinois location is in Fairview Heights.”
Davis said the expansion has focused on opening smaller stores like
the Edwardsville location.
“We conducted some surveys. We found that people liked the stores
but wanted them closer,” Davis said. “Mattresses are like tires. People
go years without one, then suddenly they want it now. We decided to
make the stores smaller so we can make them closer to our customers.
Our advertising already hits the entire metro area. People knew who
we were. It’s just a matter of getting into their neighborhoods.”
Davis said that two things are important when choosing a mattress:
comfort and support.
The Bedroom Store offers their sleep metrics system to help customers choose a mattress with the proper support.
“It’s a mattress selection process,” Davis said. “It can be done
online or in the store. It asks questions about your sleep and your
body. They you lay on a pressure sensitive bed and it gives you a
number from one to four that tells you what kind of support system
you should have in a mattress. This helps you select a mattress. It also
helps you choose a pillow.”
Davis said the sleep metrics system has been in the stores for about
nine years.
“Before the system, we had about 3 to 5 percent of our customers
reselect, or change out their first choice of mattress. Now that number
is under 1 percent,” he added. “It takes the guesswork out of buying
a mattress. It really differentiates us.”
Several other things differentiate The Bedroom Store from other
stores, Davis said.
“We’re direct, local, have long-term employees and the sleep metric system. We also support local charities. I tell our managers to get
involved in the community. We work with the Down’s Syndrome
Association of St. Louis, St. Jude, and the Komen Foundation, among
others.”
Davis said that business has been good at the Edwardsville store.
“October, November and December are our slower time. January,
February, and March are big months for us. In April and May we slow
down.”
The store is open Monday through Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.
and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and offers free delivery.
“The amount of time we get to sleep, we need good sleep,” Davis
said. “It’s all about health these days. People are stressed out, so a
good night's sleep is important. Our mission statement is we provide
quality sleep for a better life.”

GANG
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Brunch will be from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sundays once it launches.
“There are plenty of breakfast places in the Edwardsville area, but
we went a step further with brunch,” O’Day said.
The excitement of the expansion and new brunch service does
come with the loss of Unkle Munkey’s.
Opened in August, 2014, Unkle Munkey’s offered an arcade with a
full-service bar and a handful of televisions.
A larger dining area was added a couple months later, which is
now the additional seating at Wang Gang.
O’Day said Unkle Munkey’s was a success.
“As an overall concept, it was definitely successful. The amount of
press we got was insane. The amount of social media build and overall coverage was really good to us. People loved us,” O’Day said.
“I had 4,000 square feet with 55 games. It was half the size of (a
Chicago arcade) with almost twice the amount of games. The games
were more of a background instead of a primary driver.”
In a different city, Unkle Munkey’s would likely have thrived,
O'Day said.
“The concept would kill in Central West End, Delmar Loop or
places like that with higher foot traffic, higher density and higher
seven-day-a-week customer interest,” O’Day said.
Though the doors officially closed on Nov. 7, Unkle Munkey’s
could always make a return to the Edwardsville area.
“Down the road, with the brand name that we have and the skillset
in the games, it wouldn’t be unheard of to reopen down the road,”
O’Day said.
As for the former site of Unkle Munkey’s, a chef at Wang Gang will
be opening up a Latin-concept restaurant in early 2016.

WILDEY
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While it isn’t part of the Wildey Theatre, the Veterans Day Parade will keep
the theatre busy.
The theatre will have its lobby and restrooms open for the parade, which
starts at 7 p.m. Wednesday.
“Since the parade goes right past it, the Wildey’s lobby and restrooms will
be open,” Canal said. “A lot of people took advantage of it for the Halloween
Parade.”

For the Intelligencer

From left are Jennifer Warren of First Clover Leaf Bank; Will Jeziorski, Edwardsville High School awarded student and Scott
Hagin, Edwardsville High School Math Department and nominating teacher.

Jeziorski honored by Rotary Club
For the Intelligencer
This October, the Edwardsville Rotary Club
honored Edwardsville High School student
Will Jeziorski with the Student of the Month
Award.
Will was nominated by his math teacher,
Scott Hagin. Will hopes to attend University
of Chicago, Drake University, or University
of Illinois earning a degree in Statistics,

Economics, Mathematics, or Actuarial Science.
He participates in multiple organizations
at Edwardsville High School including Math
Team, National Honor Society, and Orchestra.
In his spare time, he volunteers as a Liberty
Middle School Scholar Bowl Moderator/Coach.
Will has accumulated a number of achievements and awards including multiple Math
Team awards, he was a Math Team Participant,
an IMEA All District Participant playing his
Cello, a NMSQT Commended Student, and

he earned 2nd Place while on the WorldQuest
Competition Team. Will's also enjoys Rubik's
cubes, biking, the Cello, and math.
The Edwardsville Rotary Club recognizes a student each month September through
April. Each May, Edwardsville High School
Staff chooses one of the monthly winners
for the $1,500 Webb Lewis Scholarship. The
awards have been given since 1996 and the
Edwardsville Rotary Club has given out
$27,000 in scholarships to date.

Ibroscheva to discuss women in politics
For the Intelligencer
With the current presidential
campaigns of female candidates
Hillary Clinton and Carly Fiorina
in the U.S., and the 20th anniversary of the Women’s Conference in
Bejing, Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville’s Dr. Elza Ibroscheva’s
pioneering research on gender representation in media and politics is
particularly timely.
Ibroscheva
is
chair
of
the
Department
of
Mass
Communications in the SIUE
College of Arts and Sciences
(CAS) and recipient of the William
and Margaret Going Endowed
Professorship Award. As part of her
award, she will present, “If Women
Ruled the World: Reflection on the
Intersection of Women, Politics and
Media from around the Globe” at a

public lecture at 5:30 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 12, in Meeting Room A of the
Morris University Center on campus.
“My research presentation offers
an overview of the challenges
female politicians around the world
experience as they pursue political careers,” Ibroscheva said. “It
will highlight their achievements, as
well as innovative media strategies
in breaking the mold of understanding politics as intrinsically a male
domain.
“This is not an attempt for me
to shine some sort of heavy feminist critique upon the political
discourse, but it is an opportunity
for me to call for an honest debate
about how we understand that
world of politics,” she added.
The Going Award honors CAS
faculty who have outstanding
teaching, scholarly and/or creative

BLANKETS
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“It’s overwhelming,” Salanta said. “We had
eight people here to crochet and should have 14
blankets by winter.”
It requires a whopping 900 bags just to make
one blanket. That means by winter, Salanta’s
group will have used an astounding 12,600 plastic bags. But Salanta isn’t the only one excited
about this.
“We like doing this because it’s fun and we are

activity accomplishments. Focused
primarily on trends from a “global south” perspective, Ibroscheva’s
research has widened the geographic reach of scholarship on the topic.
Through her receipt of the award,
Ibroscheva has also concentrated on
an under-explored area of research –
social media and female politicians.
“We are poised to experience a
dynamic shift in gender balance,”
said Ibroscheva. “The public at
large may be interested in how this
shift impacts our understanding of
the crucial role women play in politics as voters, but more importantly, as viable political candidates.
“My ultimate goal is to start a
conversation about the status quo
of politics around the world,” she
continued. “We need to acknowledge and shine a light on the
challenges and obstacles that are
often created by the narratives

helping homeless people,” said Molly, one of the
students helping Salanta.
In order to turn the bags into blankets, they are
cut into strips, tied together, and then the crocheting begins. Once completed, the blankets will be
given to the Diocese of Belleville. They will then
take the blankets, along with their food truck, to
East St. Louis and hand them out.
Aside from helping homeless people, Salanta
receives another source of satisfaction: watching
the children learn and help.
“I love to see them get involved,” she said. “It
gives the kids ownership of something positive.”
And it doesn’t look like things are going to be

and journalistic norms that guide
the media coverage of female politicians.”
Central to SIUE’s exceptional
and comprehensive education,
the College of Arts and Sciences
has 19 departments and 85 areas
of study. More than 300 full-time
faculty/instructors deliver classes
to more than 8,000 undergraduate and graduate students. Faculty
help students explore diverse
ideas and experiences, while
learning to think and live as fulfilled, productive members of the
global community. Study abroad,
service-learning, internships, and
other experiential learning opportunities better prepare SIUE students not only to succeed in our
region's workplaces, but also to
become valuable leaders who
make important contributions to
our communities.

slowing down anytime soon. Each Wednesday,
more and more people show up to help crochet.
Not to mention they’ve never once ran out of
plastic bags.
“We’ve had a tremendous reception,” Salanta
said. “It just keeps getting bigger and bigger.
Each week, someone new comes.”
If anyone is interested in donating plastic bags,
they can be dropped off in the school office.
The public is also welcome to attend the weekly
meeting to help crochet and create the blankets.
For more info, you can call St. Mary’s at 618-6564857. The group meets each Wednesday between
2:45 and 4:30 p.m.

